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God Will See Us Through 

After my wife and I bought our first home in the Chicago area, a year or so later we 
experienced a torrential rainstorm one night. It flooded the entire front yard and we 

felt it was a miracle that no water backed into the basement. 
 

When we inquired about the city’s water management, we were told that everything 
was proper, that this had been a once in a hundred year event, and that one 

cannot prepare for such unusual things. 
 

Well, guess what, a couple of years or so later, it happened again, the second 
once in a hundred year flood in a century. And now here we are, in the midst of a 

historic coronavirus outbreak. But it’s not like people have not had to deal with 

historic challenges before, and they have made it through the Great Depression, 
world wars, or the polio pandemic.   

“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 

after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and 

make you strong, firm and steadfast. ” (1 Peter 5:10) 

We can trust that God will see us through this health crisis. Even though many are 
dying, as humanity we will survive. The church will also survive, if not thrive, in new 

ways. I see St. Paul’s members supporting, adjusting and carrying out God’s work 

with unstoppable faith, hope and love. 
 

Covid-19 will require us to live with changes to save lives for quite some time, and 

when or how we will be able to return to church services in person is uncertain. In 

the meantime, trust in God’s presence and practice faith at home.   

➢ Our church council and I will keep you up to date on our church’s 
continued ministry, special plans, and any changes. Thank you so much 

for your continued understanding, support, and witness as followers 
of Christ. 

Have a blessed and healthy summer,   

Pastor S†efan Munker 



INVITATION to Ministry 

during Covid-19 Pandemic 

Shutting things down happened very quickly when we became aware of the dangers 
of a new hideous virus in the middle of March. Getting back to reopening is not 
going to be so fast and easy. Until there is a vaccine and possible treatments, any 
of us can still get sick or infect others. 

Our church leaders continue to pay attention to civil authorities, medical experts, 
and our synod bishop for guidance. Please remember that staying at home, social 
distancing, and limitations of normal activities were and remain necessary because 
Covid-19 is very deadly and remains undetected for a long period. 

And yet, despite the unprecedented measures around the globe, across our country, 
and individual lives, life has continued, there is tremendous generosity for those in 
need, and people have come closer together. Our church may be separated without 
meetings in person, but we have found ways to remain connected. 

As we continue to assess the way forward for St. Paul’s with the rest of the world 
and our local community, you are encouraged to participate in our church’s ministry 
in a variety of ways from home. 

• Watch online worship for Sundays and special occasions. 

• Read monthly Words for Worship in our Flock Talk newsletter. 

• Study what the Bible has to say to current news in weekly Wired Word emails. 

• It’s not too late to join Bible Study about Following Jesus by learning from 
his Beatitudes with Pastors Stefan and Cynthia Munker on Mondays at 7pm. 

• Share Sunday School videos, learning sheets, and crafts in your family. 

• Pray daily peace at noon, or any time with prompts on Facebook. 

• Join Pastor Munker for Zoom Huddles with devotions and prayer at 6pm on 
Wednesdays. 

• Keep in contact with other members through our Flock Buddies list. 

• Continue to abide in faith, hope, and love at home. 

Thank you for faithful and generous offerings that enable St. Paul’s to be a much-
needed presence in members’ lives and for our community in these challenging 
times. 

➢ Please watch for regular announcements in your email or on Facebook about 
worship, learning and service, but also special messages from Pastor Munker 
or any updates on St. Paul’s ongoing assessments during the pandemic. 

Pastor Stefan Munker’s 3rd  VIDEO MESSAGE 

about Delay of Church Gatherings 

Entering month three after our last worship at church, 
Pastor Munker shared another congregational message 
on May 18, with a brief summary of our synod bishop’s 
thoughts on planning for renewing gatherings in the 
future. 

"At this point it is still hard to know when or how we will return to church 
gatherings in person. We have not yet begun to set a timeline for St. Paul’s." 

In a letter to all congregations Bishop John Roth asked us to consider the 
seriousness of the Covid-19 virus, to make decisions out of Christian love for one 
another, and to carefully implement any changes necessary to ensure the health of 
people gathering at church. 

St. Paul’s leadership is also going to review forthcoming guidance from the 
national church, our church insurance company, and other sources including the 
Illinois Health Department. Please pray that God’s Spirit will guide us in decisions 
and planning. 

➢ Watch the third video message from Pastor Munker during the pandemic 
on our church website’s Covid-19 section.  

OFFERINGS for St. Paul’s Ministries 
during Covid-19 Pandemic 

Your financial contributions are vital for our congregation’s 
ability to provide worship, learning and service for members 
at home and our community in need of faith, hope and love 

during these difficult times. 

Even though we are not able to give offerings during church services on 
Sundays, there are several ways to support God’s work through St. Paul’s 
continuing ministries. 

➢ No gift is too small. Please use regular mail to send checks to our P.O. Box 
266, set up automatic giving at your bank, or use Tithe.ly to make donations 
on our website: www.stpaulshillsboro.net. Thank you!  



PASTORAL Care and Services 
during Covid-19 Pandemic 

Pastor Stefan Munker is keeping in touch with St. Paul’s 
members in general, but especially our homebound and any 

others in special circumstances. 

• Please contact Pastor Munker if you become ill, especially from the 
coronavirus. Call or text 217-851-1250, or email pastormunker@gmail.com. 

• You may also contact the pastor if you need practical assistance, have a 
prayer request, or just want to talk. 

• During official stay-at-home order there are no baptisms or weddings. 
Pastor is able to provide funerals, but they will be private with immediate 
family only, with the possibility of planning for a later memorial service. 

Once restrictions are eased, an assessment will be made on an individual basis 
how to safely provide more of the church’s services in special circumstances for 
more people.  

CHURCH STAFF Contact 
during Covid-19 Pandemic 

Our foremost concern is for our church staff’s well-being and any who might 
interact with them by coming into the church building (for essential tasks only). 
Therefore, the church building will remain closed and staff will work mostly from 
home for some time to come. 

• Contact Pastor Munker by call or text at 217-851-1250, or email him at 
pastormunker@gmail.com. 

• Contact Administrative Ministry Assistant Marina at church email address 
office@stpaulshillsboro.net, or if it is urgent you can call her cell phone. 

• Our custodian Greg is maintaining the building, organist Cassie is providing 
music for recorded online services, and other staff remain home or take 
precautions when performing necessary work at church. 

We thank all our members for caring concern and financial support. We appreciate 
your cooperation in using postal mail and electronic options for offerings to avoid 
unnecessary trips into the church building. Our congregation’s application for 
paycheck protection is providing a forgivable loan for salaries. It means a lot to our 
staff to know that their extra efforts are making a difference for you.  

ONLINE WORSHIP on YouTube 

during Covid-19 Pandemic 

Once St. Paul’s is ready to make a decision to return to some 
form of safe, in-person gatherings for worship, we are 
considering switching to live streaming our services on Sunday mornings. 

Until then, we continue to pre-record video during the week and post the edited 
services on YouTube. This now tried method of online worship allows us to include 
special features, and live streaming will first require equipment upgrades. 

Subscribe to our new YouTube channel to receive automatic notifications. An email 
is sent out with the worship text for following the service and reading announcements 
at home. Reminders with links are shared on Facebook by Sunday morning. 

Pastor Munker is now regularly sharing congregational 
announcements during an “Only Good News” segment at 
the end of St. Paul’s online worship videos. 

If you would like copies of Pastor Munker’s sermons by 
email or postal mail let him know by emailing, calling, or 
texting him. 

➢ Many members have told us that they enjoy the flexibility and convenience 
of watching worship any time in the comfort of their home. We may need to 
get used to worshiping in church clothes on church pews again after the 
pandemic. But if you have not tuned in, consider making it a special deal at 
a regular time.  

PRAYER CIRCLE 

Lifting Up One Another’s Concerns Together 

Share prayer petitions for yourself, family, friends or 
community with the pastor and members of our 
congregation and we will continue to keep circling around 
them. Your concerns will be posted on our new virtual 
board on our website and are going to be periodically lifted 
up by the pastor during services. 

➢ To submit your prayer requests for our virtual Prayer Circle board, Sunday 
worship intercessions, or the members of St. Paul’s Prayer Chain, contact 
Pastor Stefan Munker any time and any way. 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

during Covid-19 Pandemic 

The Christian Education year usually goes on break when the public school year 
ends. But this is not a normal year. And disciples of Jesus never stop learning 
about faith in God or service to our neighbor. 

St. Paul’s will continue to provide various opportunities for faith learning at home at 
different times throughout the summer: 

Each week, members receive a lesson from the Wired Word 

based on current news events with biblical reflections and a 

personal message from the pastor. 

Sunday School children are able to watch lesson videos 

online from Sparkhouse, and receive worship bulletins and 

craft activities by email and regular mail from St. Paul’s. 

Pastor Stefan Munker and his wife Pastor Cynthia Munker will 

continue to share an online Bible Study about “Following Jesus” 

with encouragement from the Beatitudes for members of St. Paul’s, 

Trinity and Mount Zion at 7:00pm on Mondays. Information about 

joining on Zoom is shared via email. 

Use 7 simple but essential Faith Practices for spiritual 
well-being: Daily Bible Reading, Prayer at Meal Times, 
Listening to Christian Music, Time in Nature, Conversation 
with Others, Support of a Cause, and Remembering your 
Baptism and God’s Blessing.  

WEEKLY ZOOM HUDDLES 
See Each Other Online for Fellowship, Devotion and Prayer 

Pastor Stefan Munker will continue to host weekly Huddles   
for St. Paul's members, with casual meet & greet, pastor's 
devotion, and a short prayer service on Wednesdays at 
6:00pm on Zoom. Sometimes we share about a suggested 
topic, and other times we just enjoy chatting about our lives. 

➢ To keep meetings private and safe, login information is shared by email 

only. If you need help joining or using Zoom contact Pastor Munker.  

PRAY FOR PEACE 

Remembering the Needs of All People 

Pause each day at noon wherever you are to ask for God’s help and 
feel connected with one another while we are church apart. 

Monday, June 1: Give thanks for the call and pray for the ministry of Pastor 
Stefan Munker on the third anniversary of beginning his service at St. Paul’s. 

Wednesday, June 17: On the ELCA’s “Day of Repentance” in memory of nine 
murdered members of Emanuel Church in Charleston pray for forgiveness for 
individual, social and ecclesial complicity and inactivity and ask for God’s Spirit to 
help us overcome racism through awareness, relationships and advocacy. 

Saturday, June 20: On World Refugee Day, remember the more than 70 million 
people who have been displaced from their home against their will by natural 
disasters, violent conflicts or economic crisis, and pray for God to move people 
and nations of good will to offer relief, protection and welcome, especially during 
the current global pandemic. 

Thursday, June 25: Praise God for the work of 16th century reformers who 
restored the gospel of God’s grace in Jesus Christ, as we commemorate the 
presentation of the Augsburg Confession which eloquently summarized the faith of 
Protestants like the document’s author Philipp Melanchthon. 

Monday, June 29: On the feast day of the apostles St. Peter and our church’s 
namesake St. Paul, give thanks to our Lord for their witness, and pray about your 
own commission in baptism to share faith, hope and love daily with the world 
around you. 

➢ Look for suggestions on the Covid-19 Resource page of our church 
website, or use prompts posted daily on Facebook. 



FLOCK BUDDIES 

Keep St. Paul’s Members Connected 

Please use the Flock Buddies list 
mailed out in May to check on three 
other St. Paul’s members once a 
month by phone or mail. Say hello, 
see if everything is okay, and ask 
about prayer requests. 

➢ Thank you for letting us know 
about changes to contact 
information. Ask Marina if you 
have questions about the list. 
And please tell Pastor Munker 
if you find out about any 
practical assistance needed, or 
issues where prayer or follow-
up for pastoral care are desired.  

Community ASSISTANCE 

for Those in Financial Hardship 

+ If you or someone you know is experiencing hardships, seek 
social services help from CEFS: 217-728-7721. 

+ Area food pantries include CEFS, Harvest of Hope (located at World 
Harvest Church), and Coffeen. 

+ Pastor Munker can provide further assistance for food, prescriptions, or fuel 
through our local ministerium of churches. 

REMEMBER 
OUR SHUT-INS 

In some way, we are 
all shut in during stay 
at home order, and 
get a sense of what it 

is like to be homebound from church. 

While it is not possible to visit members 
who are homebound or in nursing homes, 
and who are particularly vulnerable to 
the Covid-19 virus, prayers and calls 
or cards from the rest of our members 
are even more important than usual 
and much appreciated. 

Doris Benny Lynn Keepper 
Caroline Clinard Lyn Lingle 
Betty Darda  Robert Mullins 
Judie Donham Delores Plunkett 
Doris Enochs Rosemary Voyles 
Joyce Gooding Rex White 
Robin Houser Kris Whitley 

This list likely does not include everyone 
in need of special care. Please reach 
out to others you know could use a 
greeting, helping hand, or prayer. Share 
any needs, additions, or updates with 
Pastor Munker. 

The next newsletter will 
cover the end of July and all 
of August. Please be sure to 
submit any information that 

should be included in the newsletter to 
the office by Thursday, July 2. 

YOUTH GROUP News 

Unfortunately, we have not been able 
to get together for tasty snacks, 
uplifting devotions, or fun activities. 
Outings to the pastor's backyard or to 
the ice cream shop will be especially 
missed this summer. 

But we have now met a couple of 
times via Zoom. Last time, adult leader 
Melanie led us in a cool online 
scavenger hunt. Sorry if you missed it. 
But we’ll see if group meetings through 
video are going to work for us or not. 

➢ Our group mascot Eddie has 
enjoyed Zoom and will come 
around visiting youth at home 
throughout the summer to 
provide some company and 
show up on our screens. Let’s 
keep in touch, continue to 
encourage each other in our 
daily discipleship, and make 
plans for the 2021 National 
Gathering trip.  

As Seen on St. Paul’s CHURCH SIGN 

Personalities Promoting Healthy 
Practices 

During a series of weeks, personalities 
followed Pastor Munker’s example and 
demonstrated wearing face masks to 
encourage the community to keep 
each other safe during the coronavirus 
pandemic. Appearances have been 
made by Martin Luther, Yoda, and even 
Abraham Lincoln. Who will be next? 

TRINITY SERMON 

by ELCA Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton 

National Online Special, 
June 7 

Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, the presiding 
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, is expected to 
preach for all ELCA congregations on 
Trinity Sunday, June 7.  

Like for our synod bishop’s sermon 
after Easter, we hope to include 
Bishop Eaton’s sermon in our online 
worship from St. Paul’s. Check your 
email or our Facebook page for the 
link when it is posted.  



Through “Beyond our Walls” we contribute each month 
to support ministries in our local community and around 
the world. We may not be meeting at church where we 
can place cash donations into our normal Beyond Our 
Walls jug, but we are still sending any donations received 
to our chosen ministry for each month.  

In June, all offerings designated for Beyond Our Walls will be sent to FAYCO in 
Schram City to help adults with disabilities in our community. Our collection for 
July will be used to support the Hillsboro Public Library as they work towards their 
goal of moving to a new location in town.  

We appreciate the many ways that you enable us to serve others through Beyond 
Our Walls. Thank you for your generosity. 

FATHER’S DAY Celebration 
Worship Prayer for All Dads and Male 
Role Models 

On Sunday, June 21, Pastor Munker 
will include a special recognition of 
Father’s Day by expressing our great 
appreciation for men who are a positive 
influence on children’s development, 
and asking God for spiritual guidance 
in their important role as dads or as 
mentors.  

COURT JURORS at St. Paul’s 
Church Community Relations 

In May, St. Paul’s was approached 
through council president Bob Mulch 
with the request to accommodate 
jurors waiting for their selections. With 
the effort to resume important trials 
under distancing guidelines, the court 
needed additional space and our 
church made arrangements in the spirit 
of showing support for justice and the 
community. 

A big thank you to everyone who helps to deliver Meals On 
Wheels, especially in this time of great need. Our next 
scheduled weeks for Meals on Wheels are June 1-5 and 
July 20-24. Please contact Carol Calvert or Marina Mondragon 
for more information or to volunteer. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, many 

community events are being canceled 

out of caution. VBS will not be held at 

the church building this summer, but 

we are still looking into a “virtual” VBS 

option. Please continue to pray for this 

ministry and church leadership as we 

discuss possibilities. We are waiting to 

make a final decision with everyone’s 

safety and well-being in mind. 

Last year, our Sunday 

School kids took “Flat 

Jesus” along on their 

summer adventures, 

traveling with him both 

nearby (for local fun in 

Hillsboro) and far away 

(for a family trip to 

Albania). Summer this 

year may not be exactly how anyone 

would have predicted, but St. Paul’s 

Sunday Schoolers are still using this 

visual reminder that Jesus is with us 

wherever we are… even when social 

distancing! We may not be traveling  

far away for adventures this year, but 

we remember Jesus’ love, protection 

and comfort is always with us. 

Dear Members of St. Paul’s, 

On behalf of all employees of St. Paul’s I want to express my sincere and heartfelt 
gratitude for the financial and emotional support from our church leadership and 
members. We are all tremendously grateful for being able to continue to serve the 
Lord’s ministry for and with you, especially in these challenging times when 
unfortunately so many people are out of work. It is my hope as pastor that we as a 
congregation will be able to adjust to new ways of being the church, perhaps even 
better ways, so that we remain faithful to God’s mission to bless all members of 
our church and community. I personally want to thank you for cards and other 
signs of appreciation and encouragement. You are all very dear to me, I thank God 
for your faith and love, and I am so glad to be your pastor. 

Yours truly and humbly, 
Pastor Stefan Munker 



There is no way to express our full 
gratitude we owe to organist Cassie 
Gunn and videographer Bob Mulch for 
their talented and dedicated efforts 
which allow us to provide and enjoy 
our online worship services. We also 
thank each and every one of our 
church members and a young German 
named Florian for their very special 
contributions. 

We express our sincere appreciation to 
council president Bob Mulch, vice 
president Gail Schaal and treasurer 
Stephanie Ellis for securing a loan for 
St. Paul’s as part of the first round of 
Paycheck Protection Program 
applications. Being able to keep our 
staff employed, this loan through our 
local bank is expected to convert into a 
grant of over $23k for our church. We 
can sure say that your efforts paid off! 

Thank you, Marina, for your 

work above and beyond the 

job description we gave you 

before this year’s pandemic. 

We are so grateful for all 

that you do for our church’s 

members and ministries 

while taking care of your 

family at home. Special 

thanks for your caring effort 

in putting together the Flock 

Buddies assignments and 

mailing to keep our members 

more connected with one 

another.  

Dear St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

Again and again and again Cross Over Ministries 
is blessed by you, this time with your recent 
generous donation! You have shown by your 
consistent love shown to us in many ways that 
we are truly partners in the faith. 

During this very difficult time in all our lives it is 
especially important to take care of our health—
spiritual, physical, emotional, and mental. Please 
know that COM is here to serve you. We do not 
have all the answers, but we will work hard in His 
name to reassure you of your value and your 
hope in Christ. We love you. 

His children, your family, 
Cross Over Ministries Board 

6/1 Briana Gibb, Bob Mullins 

6/2 Jaimann Ellis, Mike Putnam 

6/5 

 

Nick Hopley, Tom Justison, 

Ema Kaculi 

6/7 

 

Terry Hess, Melissa Osborn, 

Cindy Zanni 

6/8 Michael Meier 

6/10 Amanda Priewe, Kadi Stewart 

6/12 

 

Betty Darda, Sandra Lanter, 

Kathy Petty 

6/14 Carter Lentz 

6/15 Elizabeth Evans 

6/16 Paula Keepper, Charles Menzer 

6/17 Jack Mutchler, Katie Stewart 

6/18 Charlie Thornton 

6/21 Bob Mulch, Charlie Stark 

6/22 Mia Sherer 

6/25 Ethan Lentz 

6/26 Phil Klump, Brady Parr 

6/27 Barb Mulch, Mark Osborn 

6/28 Bill Laughlin, Brian Meier 

6/29 

 

Cleveland Plunkett, Brooke 

Whitlow 
6/30 

 

Doris Benny, William Clinard, 

Douglas Patton 

7/1 Amanda Fuller 

7/2 Nancy Hites, Stella Meeker 

7/3 Sabrina Shultz 

7/5 Orville Stokes 

7/6 Liz Allen, Lauren Storm 

7/7 

 

Brady Meier, Kerri Miller, Katie 

Wessel 

7/10 Christopher Jurgena 

7/14 Elizabeth Dowalder 

7/17 Thomas Miller 

7/18 Caitlin Fenton 

7/21 Henry Shultz 

7/22 Garrett Swick, Krislyn Swick 

7/23 Kris Whitley 

7/24 Bryan Deming, James Storm 

7/25 Brenda Fenton, Hannah Sherer 

7/26 Kenneth Sandlin 

7/27 Marvin Traylor, Jr.  

7/28 Duane Clinard 

7/29 Lori Jolliff 

7/30 Erin Bozek, Cassie Gunn 

7/31 Daniel Whitlow 



WORDS FOR WORSHIP at Home 

Church is Wherever Christ’s Followers are Reading, 
Celebrating and Living God’s Word 

In addition to videos of St. Paul’s services available  
online through YouTube, these worship texts with Sunday 
prayers, readings and reflections are for use at home: 

Trinity Sunday, June 7 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second 
reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth 
to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we 
have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and 
with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the 
Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we 
are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith. 

Readings and Psalm: 
    Genesis 1:1--2:4a – The creation of the heavens and the earth 
    Psalm 8 – How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1) 
    2 Corinthians 13:11-13 – Paul’s farewell to the church at Corinth 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 – Living in the community of the Trinity 

16 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 

Jesus told them to go. 
17 

When they saw him, they worshipped him, but 
some doubted. 

18
 Jesus came near and spoke to them, “I’ve received all 

authority in heaven and on earth. 
19 

Therefore, go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 

20 
teaching them to obey everything that I’ve 

commanded you. Look, I myself will be with you every day until the end 
of this present age.” 

Reflect, Pray, Act (Lectio Divina Bible): 
Reflect: What a wonderful ending! So different from the other three 
Gospels! The church begins with Jesus commissioning the 11 to 
continue his ministry in All Nations. All are invited to join! 
Pray: Pray for the evangelization of all people. Pray that the gospel be 
preached from one end of the Earth to the other. 
Act: Proclaim the gospel by how you live. Let your actions flow from 
your beliefs. 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost, June 14 
Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom 
and a holy people. Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the 
harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s 
compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to 
proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with 
the hungry.  

Readings and Psalm: 
Exodus 19:2-8a – The covenant with Israel at Sinai 
Psalm 100 – We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. (Ps. 
100:3) 
Romans 5:1-8 – While we were sinners, Christ died for us 

Gospel: Matthew 9:35--10:8 [9-23] – The sending of the Twelve 

35 
Jesus traveled among all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, announcing the good news of the kingdom, and healing 
every disease and every sickness. 

36 
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, 

he had compassion for them because they were troubled and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. 

37 
Then he said to his disciples, “The size 

of the harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are few workers. 
38 

Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for 
his harvest.” 

10 He called his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits to throw them out and to heal every disease and every sickness. 
2 Here are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, who is called 



Peter; and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee; and John his 
brother; 

3 
Philip; and Bartholomew; Thomas; and Matthew the tax 

collector; James the son of Alphaeus; and Thaddaeus; 
4 
Simon the 

Cananaean; and Judas, who betrayed Jesus. 

5 
Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, “Don’t go among 

the Gentiles or into a Samaritan city. 
6 
Go instead to the lost sheep, the 

people of Israel. 
7 
As you go, make this announcement: ‘The kingdom of 

heaven has come near.’ 
8 
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 

with skin diseases, and throw out demons. You received without having 
to pay. Therefore, give without demanding payment. 

Reflect, Pray, Act (Lectio Divina Bible): 
Reflect: Jesus now calls his disciples to help him in his ministry. Notice 
how they are tasked to preach peace. How do you continue the ministry 
of Jesus? If peace means more than the cessation of hostilities, what 
does it signify in your life? In your relationships with all others? 
Pray: In your prayer, ask that all those with whom you come in contact 
may be graced with the blessings of our good and gracious God.  
Act: Let prayers for peace not be just an empty ritual.  
 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost, June 21 
God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. 
Jeremiah feels the pain of rejection from those who do not want to hear 
what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring stark 
division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair 
on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, 
and death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. 
Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from 
worship to witness to Christ in the world.  

Readings and Psalm: 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 – The prophet must speak despite opposition 
Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 – Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind. 
(Ps. 69:16) 
Romans 6:1b-11 – Buried and raised with Christ by baptism 

Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39 – The cost of discipleship 

24 
“Disciples aren’t greater than their teacher, and slaves aren’t greater 

than their master. 
25 

It’s enough for disciples to be like their teacher and 
slaves like their master. If they have called the head of the house 
Beelzebul, it’s certain that they will call the members of his household 
by even worse names. 

26 
“Therefore, don’t be afraid of those people because nothing is hidden 

that won’t be revealed, and nothing secret that won’t be brought out into 
the open. 27 What I say to you in the darkness, tell in the light; and what 
you hear whispered, announce from the rooftops. 

28 
Don’t be afraid of 

those who kill the body but can’t kill the soul. Instead, be afraid of the 
one who can destroy both body and soul in hell. 

29 
Aren’t two sparrows 

sold for a small coin? But not one of them will fall to the ground without 
your Father knowing about it already. 

30 
Even the hairs of your head are 

all counted. 
31 

Don’t be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 

32 
“Therefore, everyone who acknowledges me before people, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven. 
33 

But everyone who 
denies me before people, I also will deny before my Father who is in 
heaven. 

34 
“Don’t think that I’ve come to bring peace to the earth. I haven’t come 

to bring peace but a sword. 
35 

I’ve come to turn a man against his father, 
a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law. 

36 
People’s enemies are members of their own households. 

37 “Those who love father or mother more than me aren’t worthy of me. 
Those who love son or daughter more than me aren’t worthy of me. 
38 

Those who don’t pick up their crosses and follow me aren’t worthy of 
me. 

39 
Those who find their lives will lose them, and those who lose their 

lives because of me will find them. 

Reflect, Pray, Act (Lectio Divina Bible): 
Reflect: This is the second great sermon in Matthew, after the sermon 
on the mount. Jesus says that preaching his gospel will bring 



persecution. Is this still true today? 
Pray: Faith should drive out all fear, both for the individual and for the 
church. Let prayer for you from all fear. 
Act: Live with respect for God and others without regard of the cost. Put 
God who is above all before all other relationships. 

4th Sunday after Pentecost, June 28 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift 
sets us free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ 
promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little 
ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal 
mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s 
merciful welcome. 

Readings and Psalm: 
Jeremiah 28:5-9 – The test of a true prophet 
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 – Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing. (Ps. 89:1) 
Romans 6:12-23 – No longer under law but under grace 

Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42 – Welcome Christ in those he sends 

40 
“Those who receive you are also receiving me, and those who receive 

me are receiving the one who sent me. 
41 

Those who receive a prophet 
as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward. Those who receive a 
righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s 
reward. 

42 
I assure you that everybody who gives even a cup of cold 

water to these little ones because they are my disciples will certainly be 
rewarded.” 

Reflect, Pray, Act (Lectio Divina Bible): 
Reflect: How can discipleship cause conflict, disadvantages or 
rejection? Jesus promises that his followers will be rewarded for their 
faithfulness and kindness with both suffering like himself and the 
prophets. But God also provides the reward of righteousness to those 
who live blameless. 
Pray: Remember the little ones in the community who are poor, in need 
of care, and overlooked. Ask God to give you an open heart and open 

hands. 
Act: Express your faith in your dealings with others. Treat each one with 
compassion. 

5th Sunday after Pentecost, July 5 
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and 
intelligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the religious 
community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and 
seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by 
Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered 
around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.  

Readings and Psalm: 
Zechariah 9:9-12 – The king will come in humility and peace 
Psalm 145:8-14 – The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 
145:8) 
Romans 7:15-25a – The struggle within the self 

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 – The yoke of discipleship 

16 
“To what will I compare this generation? It is like a child sitting in the 

marketplaces calling out to others, 
17 

‘We played the flute for you and 
you didn’t dance. We sang a funeral song and you didn’t mourn.’ 

18 
For 

John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 
19 

Yet the Human One came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a 
glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom 
is proved to be right by her works.” 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you’ve hidden these things from the wise and intelligent 
and have shown them to babies. 

26 
Indeed, Father, this brings you 

happiness. 

27 
“My Father has handed all things over to me. No one knows the Son 

except the Father. And nobody knows the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son wants to reveal him. 

28 “Come to me, all you who are struggling hard and carrying heavy 



loads, and I will give you rest. 
29 

Put on my yoke, and learn from me. I’m 
gentle and humble. And you will find rest for yourselves. 

30 
My yoke is 

easy to bear, and my burden is light.” 

Reflect, Pray, Act (Lectio Divina Bible): 
Reflect: Jesus speaks about the wisdom to know God himself and the 
words and works he is doing. Think about the identity of Jesus as God's 
anointed one, the Messiah. Through Jesus, his followers have a special 
relationship to God.  
Pray: Ask Jesus for rest. 
Act: A kind person emphasizes what is positive in another. A mean 
person picks of what is wrong. Practice kindness so it becomes a habit.  

6th Sunday after Pentecost, July 12 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth 
vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. 
Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to 
be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table 
we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.  

Readings and Psalm: 
Isaiah 55:10-13 – The growth of the word to accomplish God’s purpose 
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 – Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 
Romans 8:1-11 – Live according to the Spirit 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 – The parable of the sower and the 
seed 

1That day Jesus went out of the house and sat down beside the lake. 
2 
Such large crowds gathered around him that he climbed into a boat 

and sat down. The whole crowd was standing on the shore. 

3 
He said many things to them in parables: “A farmer went out to scatter 

seed. 
4 
As he was scattering seed, some fell on the path, and birds 

came and ate it. 
5 
Other seed fell on rocky ground where the soil was 

shallow. They sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep. 
6 
But 

when the sun came up, it scorched the plants, and they dried up 

because they had no roots. 
7 
Other seed fell among thorny plants. The 

thorny plants grew and choked them. 
8 
Other seed fell on good soil and 

bore fruit, in one case a yield of one hundred to one, in another case a 
yield of sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one. 
9 
Everyone who has ears should pay attention.” 

18 
“Consider then the parable of the farmer. 

19 
Whenever people hear 

the word about the kingdom and don’t understand it, the evil one comes 
and carries off what was planted in their hearts. This is the seed that 
was sown on the path. 

20 
As for the seed that was spread on rocky 

ground, this refers to people who hear the word and immediately 
receive it joyfully. 

21 
Because they have no roots, they last for only a little 

while. When they experience distress or abuse because of the word, 
they immediately fall away. 

22 
As for the seed that was spread among 

thorny plants, this refers to those who hear the word, but the worries of 
this life and the false appeal of wealth choke the word, and it bears no 
fruit. 

23 
As for what was planted on good soil, this refers to those who 

hear and understand, and bear fruit and produce—in one case a yield of 
one hundred to one, in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in 
another case a yield of thirty to one.” 

18 
“Consider then the parable of the farmer. 

19 
Whenever people hear 

the word about the kingdom and don’t understand it, the evil one comes 
and carries off what was planted in their hearts. This is the seed that 
was sown on the path. 

20 
As for the seed that was spread on rocky 

ground, this refers to people who hear the word and immediately 
receive it joyfully. 

21 
Because they have no roots, they last for only a little 

while. When they experience distress or abuse because of the word, 
they immediately fall away. 

22 
As for the seed that was spread among 

thorny plants, this refers to those who hear the word, but the worries of 
this life and the false appeal of wealth choke the word, and it bears no 
fruit. 

23 
As for what was planted on good soil, this refers to those who 

hear and understand, and bear fruit and produce—in one case a yield of 
one hundred to one, in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in 
another case a yield of thirty to one.”  
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Reflect, Pray, Act (Lectio Divina Bible): 
Reflect: The division between the followers of Jesus and the religious 
leaders has deepened. Now Jesus will begin to teach in parables. Think 
about the way in which the parable of the sower can apply to life today. 
Pray: External events and circumstances can hinder a person from the 
receiving and living according to the word of God. Daily prayer can help: 
Do not let us get into in over our heads, and save us from all evil. 
Act: Listen carefully to the word of God in church, and try let that word 
shape your way of living. 
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