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Where Faith + Hope + Love Abide 

The Holy Spirit has all the answers from God. 
Let Jesus show you how to listen for them. 

GOT Questions? 

A MESSAGE from the Pastor 

Fire Away  

 —with your questions, that is. That’s my invitation to you this summer. 

 Jesus said: “Ask, and you will receive. Search, and you will find. 
Knock, and the door will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7 CEB) 

I consider myself a curious person. I enjoy learning things. But I have learned that I 
don’t ask a lot of questions on my own. Kids seem to be full of questions. And sadly, 
many adults get discouraged and just stop inquiring from others or by themselves. 

If we don’t ask, doors to answers, opportunities and people’s hearts will remain 
closed. But I have come to realize an interesting and important fact: if we want the 
right answers, we need to know what questions to ask. People who design polls 
can do so in a way to get them the answers they look for. That will not really help 
you and me. 

As people of faith, we look in the Bible 
for answers from God to life's big questions.   

During the summer I plan a series of occasional sermons about some basic and 
some obscure questions about the Christian faith, church, and life in general. 
Please share questions with me you’ve always wanted to ask. I will try to share 
answers to many of them with everyone, but I promise I will get each of you a 
personal response. 

My hope is not to simply share interesting facts, but to encourage curiosity, 
learning and spiritual discernment. Because, if we really want to know God’s plan 
for our life, our congregation, and the world as a whole, we need to start by figuring 
out what questions to ask in order to get the right answers from God. 

God promises: “When you search for me, yes, search for me with all your heart, 
you will find me.” (Jeremiah 29:13 CEB)  

➢ The church season after Pentecost (May 23) is an extended period for the 
disciples of Jesus to grow in our faith, so we can use the help of the Holy 
Fire (God’s Spirit) to be effective in our witness to the good news. Though 
Christian Education classes are taking a summer break, let’s learn to ask 
good questions to get the right answers for our life, our church, and others 
who are searching.  

Yours on fire to search for answers with you, 

 Pastor S†efan Munker  

  



  

UPDATED WORSHIP Schedule and Procedures  — Beginning June 13 

This summer, St. Paul’s will have two Sunday Services, at 8:30am and 9:30am. 

Our planning team, comprised of Pastor Munker, council president Bob Mulch and a 
diverse selection of members, discussed concerns and possibilities in adjusting St. Paul’s 
procedures for worship and other meetings as official guidelines are changing, more 
people get vaccinated, and infection rates are going down.  

The Covid-19 pandemic is not over, and unvaccinated people are still at risk of severe 
illness and possible death. Some in the population are not able to get vaccinated, like 
young children for example. We want St. Paul’s to show mutual respect and protect the 
weak, but realize that accommodating everyone is difficult.  

The updated worship schedule and procedures are an attempt to provide two options 
for in-person attendance beginning June 13. Services will also be shared online. We will 
continue to evaluate and adjust as possible or necessary. Your understanding and 
feedback are appreciated. 

+ 8:30am Worship will be an abbreviated, spoken service for those who are not 
vaccinated or feel more comfortable with current mitigation procedures.  

− Masks must be worn properly at all times. 
− There will be no music or singing. Congregational speaking will be limited 

and should be kept low. 
− Physical distancing is requested at all times. 
− A children’s message will be shared. 
− Communion will be taken in pews/chairs. 

+ 9:30am Worship will be a simplified version of traditional Lutheran Word and 
Sacrament service for those who are fully vaccinated or comfortable with relaxed 
mitigation procedures. Unvaccinated individuals will be putting themselves at 
unnecessary risk of severe illness by attending this service.   

− Masks are optional for fully vaccinated people. 
− The congregation is able to sing, along with responsive and unison speaking. 
− Physical distancing is encouraged from others not in your immediate 

household. Avoid shaking hands and other contact. 
− A children’s message will be shared for any young ones present or 

watching online. 
− Communion will be taken in pews/chairs. 

+ Online Services will be streamed live on our YouTube channel. Recordings are 
available on demand 24/7. 

− Bulletins and a link will be shared by email with members and by request 
with others each week. 

At any time, if you are sick or are vulnerable please do not attend, and seek care in 
order to ensure your own health and protect others. Our congregation’s plan is based 
on recommendations by the CDC and IDPH which are commended by our synod bishop.  

  

HELP NEEDED for Worship Video 

We need another camera and 
computer team every other week or so 
for streaming our services. It’s easier 
than you might think. Please volunteer 
by calling Bob Mulch about information 
and training today: 217-899-1137. 

Submit Your QUESTIONS 

for Pastor Munker’s Summer Sermons 

If you are curious about something related to the Bible, Christian 
beliefs, or church practices, let Pastor Munker know. He is seeking 
ideas for topics of sermons during the summer season after Pentecost. 
Even if your questions don’t make it into a sermon for everyone you will 
receive a personal answer. 

➢ There are no “dumb” questions. So submit yours today. Fill out a slip at 
church, call or text 217-851-1250, or email pastormunker@gmail.com.  

The following dates remain open on 
the 2021 flower calendar at St. Paul’s: 

June 20, 27  •  July 11, 18, 25 •  

Aug 8, 15  •  Sep 5, 26 •  

Nov 14, 21, 28  •  Dec 19, 26 

If you would like to reserve one of 
these dates, please contact the church 
office. The cost is $17.50. Thank you. 

Ladles of Love will be celebrating its 10-year anniversary of 
serving free meals and giving away free products on 
Wednesday, June 2. A special meal of fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes & gravy, green beans, a roll, and birthday cake will be 
on the menu. Many thanks to all the volunteers and those who 
have supported Ladles of Love financially, which is most of our 
congregation. You have blessed many with your generosity. If 
you would like to help donate food, money, or time to help 
serve meals, please contact Diane Singler at 217-851-5424. 

➢   Anyone is welcome to pick up a free lunch and gift at the St. Paul’s church 
driveway on Wednesdays between 11am and 12 noon. 



A big thank you to everyone who helps to deliver Meals On 
Wheels. Our next scheduled week for Meals on Wheels is 
June 28 -July 2. Please contact Carol Calvert for information 
or to volunteer. 

ONLINE ONLY Assembly Worship 
for St. Paul’s and Other Synod 
Congregations on June 6 

On Sunday, June 6, there will be no 
worship inside St. Paul’s church. We 
will share a link for viewing this year’s 
Synod Assembly worship online only. 
You may watch any time on Sunday. 
The service will be prepared by 
leaders and congregational members 
from our synod.  

Summer OFFICE SCHEDULE 

After Memorial Day, May 31, we will begin a hybrid office schedule, 
with staff working both at church and at home, alternating days for 
coverage. Health precautions may be requested.  

− Administrative Assistant Marina Mondragon will be in the office Tuesday 
and Thursday from 8:30am-11:30am, and Friday from 8:30am-10:00am. 

− Pastor Stefan Munker will be in most Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
mornings, with some other days as practical or needed. Friday is his day off, 
but he is always available for emergencies. 

If you need anything, you may always call Pastor’s cell at 217-851-1250, or send 
an e-mail message to Marina at office@stpaulshillsboro.net. 

  

Visit SYNOD 

ASSEMBLY ONLINE 

The Central/Southern 
Illinois Synod will hold 
its Synod Assembly on 

Saturday, June 5, 9:00am-noon, and 
Sunday, June 6, 1:00-3:00pm online. 

Visitors are welcome to learn about 
our mission support partnerships with 
other congregations and through 
churchwide ministries. 

➢ When the Assembly is in session 
you will find a link to join the live 
stream on our synod website at 
www.csis-elca.org. 

FATHER’S DAY Worship Blessing 

During worship on Sunday, June 20, Pastor Munker will  
share a blessing for dads and other men who are raising or 
mentoring children. 

➢ Lutheran Men in MIssion are partnering with "Fathering in 15" to offer 
support on topics like: Handling Emotions, Fathering Skills, Work-Family 
Balance, and more. Get access at https://projecttwelve.net/

fathering-15. 

  

Through “Beyond Our Walls” we contribute each month to 
support ministries in our local community and around the 
world. Due to Covid-19 precautions, there will be no container 
in the sanctuary, so please give your donation as part of your 
offering and be sure to mark the amount for Beyond Our 
Walls. Thank you for giving generously. 

 
In June, all offerings designated for Beyond Our Walls will be sent to FAYCO in 
Schram City to help adults with disabilities in our community.  

Our collection for July will be used to support the Hillsboro Public Library as they 
work towards their goal of moving to a new location in town.  

We appreciate the many ways that you enable us to serve others through Beyond 
Our Walls. Thank you for your generosity. 

FELLOWSHIP AND FAITH during the Summer  

Would you like to get together for a casual time to chat, share spiritual 
encouragement from the Bible, and pray for shared concerns? 

Like during the pandemic when we enjoyed connecting informally, we could meet 
on Zoom, or in person; at church, at a cafe/restaurant or outdoors; weekly or less 
often; by gender or shared interest; during the day or evenings. We could also try 
out different formats. It’s also possible to have more than one kind of gathering. 

➢ Pastor Munker invites everyone to share ideas for fellowship, devotion and 
prayer gatherings during the summer. Please let him know soon in person, 
by call or text at 217-851-1250, or email at pastormunker@gmail.com.  

mailto:office@stpaulshillsboro.net


COMPLETED: 

Cereal Collection 

St. Paul’s youth will 

be setting up a 

domino course with 

over 250 boxes of 

cereal, and then 

deliver them to area food pantries. 

Thanks to your donations and a gift 

from Thrivent Financial we can share 

with our sister congregation, Christ 

Lutheran Church in Monticello, that we 

completed their challenge in celebration 

of their 50th anniversary. Thank you 

for providing a lot of tasty breakfasts! 

  

Faith Lens  WEEKLY REFLECTIONS 

Both Sunday morning Education and 

Monday evening Bible Study will be on 

pause during the summer months. 

However, Pastor Munker will provide 

weekly Faith Lens lessons from the 

ELCA for personal reflection. 

➢ This summer, look for a weekly 

email with a short Faith Lens 

reflection on Sunday Scriptures 

with explanations, suggestions 

for everyday application, and a 

prayer. 

Love Packages DONATIONS 

Love Packages is a ministry that equips 
pastors, missionaries, evangelists, and 
teachers all over the world with free 
Bibles and other Christian literature, all 
received through donations. 

St. Paul's has been collecting unused 
devotionals and delivering them to the 
receiving warehouse in Butler for some 
time. We will be placing a donation 
box in our west entryway area so that 
other materials can be donated by 
members as well.  

You can donate Christian materials 
from any of the following categories: 

• Bibles 

• Reference materials 

• Books 

• Magazines, daily devotionals, 
and tracts 

• Sunday School materials 

• CDs, DVDs, BluRay 

• Puppets, nativity sets, etc. 

Look for the new donation box in our 
west entryway area where you can 

donate any unused Christian materials 
for use by this ministry. When the box 

is full, someone will deliver materials 

to Butler. See lovepackages.org 

for more information about this ministry. 

  

 The next newsletter will 
 cover the last half of July 
 and all of August. All 
 articles will be due to the 

office by Wednesday, July 7. Please 
be sure to submit any information to 
be included in the newsletter to the 
office on time. Thank you. 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

for COVID-19 Relief in India 

Over the past two months, a surge of COVID-19 cases 
has ravaged India. Padhar Hospital, a ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Madhya Pradesh, has been forced to turn away patients because it lacks the 
space and oxygen to support them. Lutheran Disaster Response is working on 
providing an oxygen generator so the hospital can treat more patients. 

For the past year, Lutheran Disaster Response has supported companion churches 
and partners throughout India and around the world as they raise awareness about 
COVID-19 and provide personal protective equipment to vulnerable communities. 

Thank you for your mission support through a portion from your offering. You can 
make special gifts to ELCA Disaster Response: 

− by check to St. Paul’s, or mail directly to ELCA, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, 
VA 22116-8009 

− with a credit card by calling 800-638-3522 
− online donation at https://www.elca.org/disaster 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF Project 

We are going to assemble 200 Personal 
Care Kits and 200 School Kits. We have 
already purchased several items in bulk 
but would appreciate any donations of 
dark-colored bath towels or boxes of 
16 or 24 crayons. We will also accept 
monetary donations and we will do the 
shopping. You may mail your donations 
to St. Paul’s, put them in the offering 
plate, or give them to Paula. Please 
mark all donations for “Lutheran World 
Relief Kits.” We will be collecting over 
the summer months. Thank you. 

An evening Vacation Bible School 
open to anyone in the community 
will be held at St. Agnes Roman 
Catholic Church from June 14-17. 
Call St. Agnes for more information: 
217-532-5288.  



  

GROWING YOUNG Update 

Our study group has been meeting several times over the 

last couple of months to consider how St. Paul’s can become 

more attractive for young people between the ages of 16 to 

29. Based on the book “Growing Young” we would like to 

make youth and young adults feel welcome and included in 

our congregation’s activities. 

➢ Thank you for many thoughtful responses to our survey. The study group 

has thoroughly reviewed feedback and ideas. After noticing common 

themes we are planning to identify a few possible initiatives. 

If you want to help our church stay young, show young people that they have a 

place at St. Paul’s: 

− Notice, greet, and talk to young people when you see them at church or in 

the community. 

− Get to know children, teens, and young adults and find out what interests 

them or what needs they have. 

− Think of young people when making plans and invite them to share their 

gifts for congregational activities inside or outside church. 

YOUTH News 
Attend ELCA’s Leadership Lab Online 

Leadership Lab is open to all students in 8th – 12th grade and 

beyond. It is a laboratory for youth to experiment and practice church 

leadership... while at the same time an intense, transformational faith experience. 

Students grow in their faith while learning skills they can take back to their 

churches, schools, and communities. 

This year’s Lab will be held virtually, July 26-31. Cost is only $40 per person and 

includes access to worship and small groups via Zoom, a box of materials to be 

used in small groups, along with some fun swag! Questions? Check with Pastor 

Munker. 

Register online: https://leadershiplab.net/leadership-lab-2021/registration  

  

ST. PAUL’S Does Not Take a Vacation 
 during the Summer ;-) 

 Even though we are not holding Sunday Education at church, 
 and many members take trips or enjoy summer activities, our 
 church ministries continue and need your offerings for support. 

Please share your regular tithes and special gifts for God’s work even when you 
are away, so that we do not fall behind in meeting our budgeted expenses for 
worship, learning and service: 

+ Give an offering when attending services at church. 

+ Mail checks to P.O. Box 266. 

+ Make a transfer through your Bank. 

+ Give Online using Tithe.ly on our website: www.stpaulshillsboro.net 

NINETY YEARS at St. Paul’s 

My brother Jerry at age 7 and I at age 8 started attending 
Sunday School at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 1931 with a 
family who moved in next door to us that year. 

The family moved away, and I told our mother we can’t go to Sunday School 
anymore because we don’t have a ride. She told us that we both know the way to 
Sunday School and we were big enough to walk, and we could walk to Sunday 
School. We could and we did. We became members of the church and became 
active in the church. 

I taught the 4th grade girls Sunday School class and played the piano for the 
Junior Department for 20 years. My brother Jerry served as Junior Department 
Leader for many years. We both enjoyed working with the young people. 

We helped with Luther League for several years – I and Doris Simmons (now 
deceased) helped with Senior Luther League high school age group and Jerry and 
his wife Ruth helped with the Junior Luther League, the younger age youth. We 
helped to plan bus trips to St. Louis baseball games, roller skating parties, hikes, 
picnics, and when the ice and snow came we got permission from the City of 
Hillsboro to have a street closed to traffic so we could bring our sleds to coast 
down the hill. 

I served on Altar Guild, was active in Church Circle, served as Lector, and helped 
deliver Meals on Wheels. 

Written by Betty Darda 



Remember our 
SHUT-INS 

Even when it is 
possible to visit 
members who are 

homebound or in nursing homes, 
prayers and calls or cards from the 
rest of our congregation are always 
appreciated. 

Betty Darda  Lynn Keepper 
Judie Donham Lyn Lingle 
Doris Enochs Delores Plunkett 
Joyce Gooding Rosemary Voyles 
Robin Houser Kris Whitley  

This list does not include everyone in 
need of special care. Please reach out 
to others you know could use a greeting 
or prayer. Share any needs, additions, 
or updates with Pastor Munker. 

  

Pray for PEACE 

Jesus shared his peace with his disciples after his resurrection. As 
his followers today, we continue to share Christ’s peace. Let’s stop 
to pray each day at noon, and then work for the well-being of all 
people everywhere. 

FLOCK BUDDIES Program 

Keeping St. Paul’s Members Connected 

Earlier last year, we assigned 2-3 
members of our congregation’s flock to 
each other in order to ensure we stay 
connected during the Covid-19 
pandemic. Keep in touch with your 
buddies, even when an end to the 
pandemic is in sight, by calling or 
writing to check in. 

➢   Heads up: We are exploring 
ways to combine the member 
buddies and previous prayer 
partner programs for an update.  

.Congratulations 

.to St. Paul’s 

.members Robin 

.and Paul Houser 
on the birth of their grandson, Winifred 
“Freddie” Virgil Ellerbeck, on April 29th 
to parents Mat and Rebekka. Freddie 
was born at St. Francis Hospital in 
Litchfield, IL weighing 7lbs 11oz at 21 
inches long. Many blessings to the 
family! 

Our prayers and sympathy to the family 
and friends of Harold W. Jurgena, who 
passed away on Thursday, May 13.  

The Lord is mindful of our need for 
comfort and has promised, “I will not 
leave you comfortless, I will come to 
you.” (John 14:18) 

Church Council 

President – Bob Mulch 

Vice President – Gail Schaal 

Finance – Brenda Gibb 

Secretary – Anita Swick 

Christian Education – Marina Mondragon 

Church in Society – Paula Keepper 

Evangelism – Carol Calvert 

Fellowship – Pam Schaefer 

Property – Greg Schoen 

Stewardship – Lori Evans 

Worship & Music – Cindy Duncil 

Youth – Melanie Sherer 

Youth Representative – Gage Putnam 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 

103 N. Main, PO Box 266 

Hillsboro, Illinois 62049 

Phone: (217) 532-2353 

 

Pastor: Stefan Munker 

Cell Phone:   (217) 851-1250 

Email: pastormunker@gmail.com 

 

Admin. Assistant:  Marina Mondragon 

Organist:  Cassie Gunn 

Custodian: Greg Schoen 

 

E-mail:  office@stpaulshillsboro.net 

Website:  www.stpaulshillsboro.net 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaulslutheranchurchonthecourthousesquare  

We want to thank everyone who has thought of Pattie Rhoades 
Hamlin, said a prayer, or has donated to ALS during the month of 
April. She has a fighting spirit that shows every day - tough and 
resilient. We are very proud of her determination. 

— Russell and Gerry Rhoades 

Thank you to Rev. Ken Tegtmeier from our synod staff for 
providing a sermon from which Pastor Stefan Munker shared 
excerpts for St. Paul’s Ascension Sunday. 

Thank you to the members of our worship planning team, Bob 
Mulch, Cindy Duncil, Diane Singler, Marina Mondragon, Melanie 
Sherer, Mike Plunkett, and Pastor Munker, to members who 
have shared concerns and suggestions, and to God’s Holy Spirit 
for helping our congregation discern plans for safe gatherings 
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. 

  



6/1 Briana Gibb 

6/2 Jaimann Ellis, Mike Putnam 

6/5 
Nick Hopley, Tom Justison, 

Ema Kaculi 

6/7 
Terry Hess, Melissa Osborn, 

Cindy Zanni 

6/8 Michael Meier 

6/10 Amanda Priewe, Kadi Stewart 

6/12 
Betty Darda, Sandra Lanter, 

Kathy Petty 

6/14 Carter Lentz 

6/15 Elizabeth Evans 

6/16 Paula Keepper, Charles Menzer 

6/17 Jack Mutchler, Katie Stewart 

6/18 Charlie Thornton 

6/21 Bob Mulch, Charlie Stark 

6/22 Mia Sherer 

6/25 Ethan Lentz 

6/26 Phil Klump, Brady Parr 

6/27 Barb Mulch, Mark Osborn 

6/28 Bill Laughlin, Brian Meier 

6/29 Cleveland Plunkett, Brooke 

6/30 William Clinard, Douglas Patton 

7/1 Amanda Fuller 

7/2 Nancy Hites, Stella Meeker 

7/3 Sabrina Shultz 

7/5 Orville Stokes 

7/6 Liz Allen, Lauren Storm 

7/7 
Brady Meier, Kerri Miller, Katie 

Wessel 

7/10 Christopher Jurgena 

7/14 Elizabeth Dowalder 

7/17 Thomas Miller 

7/18 Caitlin Fenton 

7/21 Henry Shultz 

7/22 Garrett Swick, Krislyn Swick 

7/23 Kris Whitley 

7/24 Bryan Deming, James Storm 

7/25 Brenda Fenton, Hannah Sherer 

7/26 Kenneth Sandlin 

7/27 Marvin Traylor, Jr.  

7/28 Duane Clinard 

7/29 Lori Jolliff 

7/30 Erin Bozek, Cassie Gunn 

7/31 Daniel Whitlow 


