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Learning lessons during the pandemic of 2020 we are 

invited to learn from God what to change in order to make 

the future better for our lives, our church, and the world.  

HINDSIGHT IS 20/20 

Re-examining and Changing 

our Life this Lent 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 
Hindsight for the Future  

 
Do you see the difference? 

Your pastor has new glasses. They look almost the same as my last 
ones, because I was not able to get the frames I really wanted. The significant 
thing is that I can see better with the new lenses. I noticed that my eyesight had 
decreased again when I kept taking my old glasses off to read text or look at 
images during the last year. 

Ironically for me, last year was 2020. Not for my eyesight. But it has been 
pointed out that hindsight is 20/20. The Covid-19 pandemic might have provided 

an opportunity to realize what we should have changed a long time ago. 

Hopefully there were things you were able to appreciate and enjoy while staying 
home, or having less distractions and demands, or missing something to appreciate 
it more again after the pandemic. To be sure, there are too many people who are 
suffering from hardships, and we need to do what we can to help anyone in need. 

Even while we hope for a better new year we should remember that there will still 
always be difficulties. Christians believe that God’s love is unchanging but does 
not leave us unchanged. You and I might therefore want to consider what can 
make our life better in 2021. 

The apostle Paul encouraged his congregation: “From now on, brothers 
and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, focus your 
thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, all that is just, all 

that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is worthy of praise.” (Philippians 4:8) 

On February 17, we once again begin the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday. 
This 40 day period of preparation for Easter is a traditional time for re-examining 
one’s life and making positive changes based on God’s guidance in the Bible. If 
2020 has shown you something you should let go or something that would be good 
for you to do more of, then consider how to practice and keep it.  

➢ This Lent, consider what you can let go of and how you can include more 
time with God and for others in your life. Our congregation’s worship, 
learning, and service activities provide opportunities for reflection, practice, 
and improvement. While we are still not gathering in person, I hope you can 
participate from home. 

 Let’s use our 20/20 hindsight to make the future better! 

 Pastor S†efan Munker  

  



Livestreamed  WORSHIP 

during Covid-19 Pandemic 

St. Paul’s is livestreaming worship on YouTube each Sunday at 10:15am. 

You can always watch a recording online later, but viewing live with others creates 
a sense of togetherness. Links will also be emailed together with a copy of the 
bulletin and weekly announcements, and also posted on our Facebook page. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Each week, we receive about 50 views of our Sunday services online. Because 
more than one person may be sharing a device we get as many if not more people 
attending worship than past average. Feel free to share invitations with others to 
join us even if they live out of the area. 

STORIES OF FAITH FROM ST. PAUL'S: Worship 

by Lori Evans 

Worship is that special time when we come together in 
thanksgiving and praise. We step away from our busy lives, for just a moment at 
least, and focus solely on God and His abundant grace. 

Recently, Cindy Duncil, Worship and Music chairwoman, and I were talking about 
just how important worship is to our lives. Cindy said she felt called to dress the 
church in fine arraignment so that the beauty of God is reflected in the church. For 
Cindy this goes beyond just fulfilling her responsibilities as Worship and Music 
chairwoman. It is an opportunity to serve her Lord and she has found great joy in 
doing so. 
 
Cindy has noticed while dressing the sanctuary for worship that it might be time to 
start thinking about giving it a fresh coat of paint. A big project for sure but an 
important one as well. She is also concerned that some of the white cloths we use 
on the altar may need replacing. She will know more once the cloths have been 
cleaned. Cindy feels both of these projects will help keep our sanctuary beautiful. 

Cindy also mentioned how much she appreciates the work our youth did painting 
their meeting area. They made it a special place to get together. And like all of us, 
Cindy is looking forward to the day when we can all be together again in the 
sanctuary for worship. Thank you Cindy for all you do preparing for the sanctuary 
for worship. 

  

BIBLE STUDY in Lent 
Gospel in Life 

Join author and pastor Tim Keller in an 
eight-week, video-based study of the 
gospel and how to live it out in 
everyday life. Gospel in Life is an 
invitation to all who seek to live the 
message of Jesus right here and right 
now—in our hearts, in our homes, and 
in the community around us. 

Pastor Stefan Munker will share 
videos and discussions that begin in 
week one with a study of the city, our 
home in the world now. Week eight 
closes with the theme of the eternal 
city, our heavenly home, the world that 
is to come. In between, you’ll learn 
how the gospel changes everything in 
your life. 

➢   Lenten studies will take place 
via Zoom at 6:30pm on Mondays, 
from February 22 through March 29. 
The video link will be emailed. To 
join by phone dial: 1-312-626-6799. 
When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 
890 1271 9383 and Passcode: 
669252. The sessions will be 
recorded and shared if you cannot 
attend. 

  

LENTEN MIDWEEK Worship 
Online Gatherings & Services on Zoom 

During Lent, St. Paul’s is used to 
having meal fellowship and worship 
time on Wednesday evenings. Last 
year, our well received “Taste and 
See” series about God’s gifts in food 
and spirituality was cut short by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Because vaccination of the population 
is going to take time and infections are 
high, we will still not be able to gather 
at church. Therefore, we will hold 30-
40 minute gatherings online this year. 

Please make plans to attend for 
fellowship and worship if you are able. 
Pastor Munker or others will be glad to 
help you learn how to use Zoom. This 
online video or phone service has the 
advantage of seeing or at least 
hearing each other. 

➢   Between February 24 and 
March 24, Pastor Stefan Munker 
will host a Wednesday Meet and 
Greet and lead a brief Service of 
Word and Prayer with music by 
Cassie Gunn at 6:30pm via Zoom. 
Video links will be emailed. To join 
by phone dial: 1-312-626-6799. 
When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 
891 5381 4293 and Passcode: 
320268. 



Ash Sunday SERVICE 
No Typo! 

Plans are still being made and details 

will be shared when complete, but 

Pastor Munker is hoping to hold a 

Drive-in Service with distribution of 

Ashes and Communion at the Event 

Center on Sunday, February 14, 

Valentine’s Day. 

If the pandemic has taught us 

something then it is that there is 

flexibility in the way many things can 

be done. Rather than recording or 

livestreaming a service we would be 

able to be together safely in our cars 

and share the beginning of Lent with 

the celebration of the sacrament that 

sustains our Easter faith in new life. 

➢   Moving Ash Wednesday to 

Sunday morning, 10:15am, on 

February 14, would allow our 

church members to worship 

together during daytime. Watch 

your email and other 

announcements by mail or phone 

depending on your 

communications preference for 

final information.  

Monday BIBLE STUDY 

Pastor Munker will complete the study 

about writings by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

on Mondays, 6:30pm via Zoom. 

  

Weekly  ZOOM FELLOWSHIP 

Gather online for a weekly time for 

chat, devotion, and prayer with other 

members on Wednesdays, 6:30pm via 

Zoom. 

WIRED WORD News Lessons 

Emails with Wired Word news-based 

lessons about faith topics are sent to 

all members each week for personal 

study or brief discussion during 

Wednesday evening Zoom Gatherings. 

All articles for the March newsletter 
will be due to the office by 
Wednesday, February 17. Please be 
sure to submit any information that 
should be included in the newsletter to 
the office in time. Thank you. 

LADLES OF LOVE Free Lunches  

Each week, a rotating group of 
volunteers for our Ladles of Love 
ministry prepares and serves carry-out 
meals with soup, sandwich, chips, 

dessert, and a personal item. If you 
would like to help donate food, money, 
or time to help serve meals, please talk 
to Diane Singler at 217-594-2820.  

➢   Anyone is welcome to pick up a 
free lunch and gift at the St. Paul’s 
church driveway on Wednesdays 
between 11am and 12 noon. 

Growing Young BOOK STUDY 

During Lent, a group of six members 
and Pastor Munker are meeting with 
others across the synod to learn about 
six principles for congregations like 
ours to be a welcoming place. You are 
welcome to get a copy of the book by 
Brad Griffin, Jake Mulder, and Kara E. 
Powell for personal reading and 
reflection. A summary of insights will 
be shared in one of the future Flock 
Talk issues. 

➢   While St. Paul’s is a very 
welcoming place already, we can 
still do more to attract more young 
people. Please pray for the study 
leader Pastor Rothfutz, our group’s 
learning, and openness of our 
congregation to the Spirit’s guidance.  

  

Dwelling in the WORD 

Dwelling in the Word is a spiritual 
practice for individuals or groups. A 
Bible text is read aloud three times 
with time for silent and shared 
reflection about guiding questions. 

The passage for February-March 
(Lent) is: Luke 10:1-12. 

➢   What captures my attention? 
➢   What questions do I have? What 
do I wonder? 
➢   Where might God’s Spirit be 
nudging us? 



  

COVID-19 Information 

about our Congregation’s Continuing Ministries 

Several members have contracted Covid-19. Please do take 

it seriously, protect others, and get vaccinated when possible to make return 

to gatherings possible.  

Pastoral Care 

+ You may contact Pastor Munker if you feel lonely, become ill, or desire spiritual 
support. Call or text 217-851-1250, or email pastormunker@gmail.com. 

+ Please contact the pastor anytime directly if you need assistance with basic 
necessities, have a prayer request for worship, or for pastoral acts like a 
funeral. 

Church Office 

+ Contact Administrative Assistant Marina Mondragon at church email address 
office@stpaulshillsboro.net, or on her cell phone if it is urgent. 

+ Our custodian Greg is maintaining the building, organist Cassie is providing 
music for recorded online services, and other staff remain home or take 
precautions when performing necessary work at the church office. 

Worship Schedule 

+ Online worship is available on St. Paul’s YouTube channel livestreamed at 
10:15am on Sundays and recorded for later viewing. Subscribe for automatic 
notifications. Links are also emailed to members together with bulletins and 
announcements, and posted on our church Facebook page. 

+ Inquire about other worship resources, including mailings, DVDs, and 
devotional books. 

Find more information and resources on St. Paul’s Covid-19 web page: 
www.stpaulshillsboro.net/covi-19. 

A big thank you to everyone who helps to deliver 
Meals On Wheels, especially in this time of great 
need. Our next scheduled weeks for Meals on 
Wheels are February 1-5 and March 22-26. Please 
contact Carol Calvert or Marina Mondragon for more 
information or to volunteer. 

Annual  SYNOD CONFERENCE 

This year’s meeting of rostered leaders and members from 

churches in our synod conference will take place online via Zoom at 

7:00pm on Tuesday, February 16. Two members from St. Paul’s are 

needed as representatives and will get to enjoy worship, presentations, and voting 

in elections. Sorry, there will be no pancake and sausage dinner as in the past. 

➢   Please inquire with Pastor Munker if you are interested to determine if 
member representatives have already been chosen or are still needed.  

PRAY FOR PEACE at Noon 

Recent national events and renewed 
anxiety of what may yet come remind 
us how important prayer and work for 
peace are. Prayers alone without 
actions to stop incitement and break 
down walls are not enough, but they 
are an important starting point and 
guide us with God’s support. 

The peace of the risen Christ sends 
Christians as ambassadors of love, 
feeding, healing, reconciliation, and 
hope. Please pray for your part, our 
church’s ministries, and harmony 
among the people of this country and 
everywhere in the world. 

➢   Set an alarm for a reminder to 
pray for peace each day at noon 
with other members of St. Paul’s 
and Christians everywhere. 

  

FLOCK BUDDIES Program 

Keeping St. Paul’s Members Connected 

Earlier this year, we assigned 2-3 
members of our congregation’s flock to 
each other in order to ensure we stay 
connected during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

During the winter months it is going to 
be especially needed and appreciated 
to keep in touch with your buddies. Call 
at least once a month to say hi and find 
out if everything is okay. If possible 
you may want to send a card or even 
get a little gift out. But most important 
is that someone knows we care and 
are in this together. 

➢   If you have questions about the 
program, or information to share 
about your buddies, please let 
Marina Mondragon or Pastor 
Munker know.  



SUBSCRIBE TO Living Lutheran 

Living Lutheran helps you stay 
connected with this church, providing 
news on social issues, congregational 
life, global and domestic mission, faith 
and family, spiritual practices and 
resources, and more. From now until 
Jan. 31, you can get three years of 
Living Lutheran for only $36 with the 
code CHURCHTOGETHER. To subscribe, 

call 800-328-4648. 

Did you know the 2020 CARES Act 
passed by Congress entitles you to 
claim an additional tax deduction if you 
don’t itemize your deductions? Yes, 
that’s right. If you take the standard 
deduction and donate funds to 
St. Paul’s, you may claim up to $300 
of your donation in addition to the 
standard deduction. Please consult 
your tax advisor for any clarification. 

  

ST. PAUL’S Shines the Light of Christ 
Thanks to your Offerings and Acts of Love 

After all the hustle and bustle leading up to Christmas with all 
kinds of charity collections and activities, it may seem like 
nothing is happening at the beginning of the new year. But 

that would be a false impression. St. Paul’s members are always generous and kind.  

+ Beyond regular offerings we are sharing free meals, stocking local pantries, 
and providing for financial emergency assistance. 

+ We support Lutheran Social Services, organizations beyond our walls, and 
have youth involved in a “Sources of Strength” program in junior high and 
high schools. 

+ We also continually support churchwide and global partnerships for relief, 
development, and advocacy through our synod and ELCA ministries. 

Thank you for your tithes that sustained our church during the pandemic, 
providing for staff and worship, many ways of Christian Education and online 
fellowship, and made a difference for our own members, people in need in our 
community, and requests for relief following wildfires, hurricanes or hunger in 2020. 

➢ Please share your regular tithes and special gifts for God’s work through 
St. Paul’s: Mail checks to P.O. Box 266, make a transfer through your Bank, 
or give Online using Tithe.ly via our website www.stpaulshillsboro.net. 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

In past years, St. Paul’s youth have participated in the 
national campaign to tackle hunger locally by collecting 
donations on Super Bowl Sunday. Due to the pandemic, 
churches are asked to invite members to make direct 

donations to area food pantries by the day of the Big Game. 

In 2020, over 5,000 groups collected over $10.6 million in dollars and food 
donations for hunger-relief charities across the country. Over $163 million has 
been collected since Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990. Let’s score especially 
big this year because it really counts with the need being greater than ever. Thank 
you for being good sports! 

NEW Assistance Fund 

At its January meeting, St. Paul’s church council established a 
“Financial Emergency Assistance Fund” to aid congregational 
members or people in the community who experience a 
financial hardship in an emergency that is beyond the usual 

capacity to help with necessities that are not covered by other typical sources. 
Examples for uses could include a house fire or prolonged unemployment. 

Gifts to the fund can be received any time, come from bequests, and we may 
include an annual envelope for special congregational giving. Requests may be 
made through any church leader or the pastor who may relay a situation from the 
Ministerial Fellowship. The fund will hopefully allow for help that is urgent or of 
greater magnitude. 

While confidentiality of assistance is maintained where appropriate, a report is 
provided by the treasurer in the annual report to the congregation.  

  

LOVE OFFERING for Hurricane Rebuilding 

Pastor Munker sent a letter with a $385 check to St. Paul in 
Lake Charles, LA. This church is the only ELCA Lutheran 
presence for a large part of the state. Sadly, its sanctuary and 
many items were destroyed by two hurricanes last summer. 

Thanks to gifts from our St. Paul’s members in Hillsboro, we are providing 
encouragement with our love offering.  



Dave Imler YOUTH PROJECT 

The late Dave Imler used to say that he was a 
newcomer to this area compared to lifelong residents. 
But with his passionate involvement in many causes 
he has left a significant legacy at St. Paul’s and in the 
community. 

One of the projects Dave helped start is the selection, funding, and implementation 
of a program for supporting the well-being of young people. Recognizing that 
children and youth struggled with numerous issues that kept them from being 
happy or successful, the Dave Imler youth project of the Hillsboro Area Hospital is 
providing training and leadership for equipping students in both junior and high 
schools. Adult mentors and youth leaders plan and share campaigns which 
provide encouragement and support to proactively develop strengths and build 
relationships to seek out help when needed. 

Pastor Munker is part of the steering committee that assisted in the selection of 
two programs, the “Sources of Strength” for the high school and the “Blues” 
program for the junior high school in Hillsboro. St. Paul’s youth Mia Sherer and 
Gage Putnam were nominated to be part of the student leaders group. Funding 
has come from last year’s hospital foundation gala and this year’s proceeds will 
allow expansion to Nokomis. Consider supporting this project to help our kids 
avoid suicide by learning to deal with life’s challenges. 

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Offering envelopes have been mailed out for the first quarter of 
2021. If you have not received envelopes and would like some, 
please contact Marina at office@stpaulshillsboro.net. 

The initial offering envelope suggests a $9.00 donation to help 
defray the cost of purchasing the box of envelopes. The true cost 

of the box is higher. 

You can also support St. Paul’s with electronic giving on our website at 
www.stpaulshillsboro.net by using a simple process for credit card or bank 

account transactions. Just click on the “Give Online” link to get started.  

Thank you for your regular support of our ministry to share the good news of 
Jesus! 

  

Through “Beyond Our Walls” we 

contribute each month to support 

ministries in our local community and 

around the world.  

We may not be meeting at church 

where we can place cash donations 

into our normal Beyond Our Walls jug, 

but we are still sending any donations 

received to our chosen ministry for 

each month.  

In January we’re focusing on the work 

of Lutheran Social Services right here 

in Illinois. This organization brings 

healing, justice, and wholeness to 

people and communities by providing 

critical programs for the state’s most 

vulnerable residents. Please be 

generous as you make your donations 

to LSSI in January. 

Our February focus is the ELCA World 

Hunger Appeal. Your donations 

support sustainable solutions that get 

at the root causes of hunger and 

poverty. Please consider giving to this 

very worthy cause this February. 

We appreciate the many ways that 

you enable us to serve others through 

Beyond Our Walls. Thank you for your 

generosity. 

  

After careful consideration, St. Paul’s 

Church Council leaders agreed that 

meeting in person for a congregational 

budget meeting would not be possible 

this January, and that St. Paul’s will 

have a mail ballot to approve/

disapprove the 2021 budget.  

Active members of the congregation 

should receive a mailing with a letter 

from Council President Bob Mulch, the 

2020 budget, 2020 expenditures, the 

2021 proposed budget, the bank 

balances for the end of 2020, and 

ballots for each St. Paul’s voting 

member in the household. These 

should be returned to St. Paul’s by 

Sunday, January 31. 

St. Paul’s also has endowment funds, 

but these will be discussed at our 

annual meeting at some safer time in 

the future. If you have questions 

regarding these decisions, please 

contact the church office and we will 

do our best to address them. 

Thank you for understanding the 

economic consequences of the 

pandemic and continuing your ongoing 

support of St. Paul’s and its ministries 

in this unprecedented time. 



Remember our SHUT-INS 

While it is not possible to visit members who are homebound or in 
nursing homes, and who are particularly vulnerable to the Covid-19 
virus, prayers and calls or cards from the rest of our members are 
even more important than usual and much appreciated. 

Doris Benny, Betty Darda, Judie Donham, Doris Enochs, 

Joyce Gooding, Charles Grimes, Robin Houser, Lynn Keepper, 

Lyn Lingle, Delores Plunkett, Rosemary Voyles, Kris Whitley 

This list does not include everyone in need of special care. Please reach out to 
others you know could use a greeting, helping hand, or prayer. Share any needs, 
additions, or updates with Pastor Munker. 

Thank you to many generous members of St. Paul’s who donated 
bag after bag full of blankets and quilts in lap and bed sizes for 
200 nursing and assisted living home residents in Hillsboro. 
Together with other donations from our ministerium churches they 
were delivered as Christmas gifts and very much appreciated.  

Thank you to Bob Mulch for programming our carillons for a 
Christmas Eve concert, and for making sure that many people 
from St. Paul’s and the community could hear the carols.  

Cindy Duncil decorated our sanctuary for Advent and Christmas, 
ladies created and placed luminaries, and Greg Schoen set up and 
took down our outdoor nativity! Greg even improved the nativity 
star to hold up better. Thank you all. 

  

Our condolences go out to the family of Betty Schrempp, 
who passed away peacefully as we celebrated the gift of 

eternal life on Sunday of Our Lord’s Baptism on January 10. 

The Lord is mindful of our need for comfort and has 
promised, “I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to 
you.” (John 14:18) 

Thank you for the flowers, the cards, 
and the handmade cards from the 
Sunday School girls and boys. It was 
all appreciated.  

— Betty Darda 

Thank God for a tremendous response 
to the special appeal from clergy of our 
Ministerium Fellowship for gifts to this 
year’s “Lights of Hope” Campaign. 
Together with donations through the 
Salvation Army these funds will be 
used for financial assistance to those 
in need of life’s basics. Usually the 
annual Christmas drive raises enough 
to last for the first six months of the 
year. With the pandemic preventing 
bell ringing we were concerned about 
a big loss, but our community came 
through once again.  

We owe a big thank you to our four 
tech volunteers for video and audio 
during livestreamed Sunday worship, 
especially for solving various different 
software problems which keep Bob, 
Barb, Liz and August on their toes.  

  



  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 

PO Box 266 

Hillsboro, Illinois 62049 

Phone: (217) 532-2353 

 

E-mail:  office@stpaulshillsboro.net 

Website:  www.stpaulshillsboro.net  

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/ 

stpaulslutheranchurchonthecourthousesquare 

 

Pastor Stefan Munker 

Email: pastormunker@gmail.com 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Church Council 

President – Bob Mulch 

Vice President – Gail Schaal 

Finance – Brenda Gibb 

Secretary – Anita Swick 

Christian Education – Marina Mondragon 

Church in Society – Paula Keepper 

Evangelism – Carol Calvert 

Fellowship – Pam Schaefer 

Property – Greg Schoen 

Stewardship – Lori Evans 

Worship & Music – Cindy Duncil 

Youth – Melanie Sherer 

Youth Representative – Mia Sherer 

1/17 Donna Wille 

1/19 Jack Evans, Debbie Patton 

1/24 
Chloe Brinkman, Jacob 
Mutchler 

1/25 Reagan Lentz, Eleanor Rahe 

1/26 Shawn Hogue, Jim Lanter 

1/28 Makenna Zanni 

1/30 
Stephanie Ellis, Amanda Ott, 
Diane Singler 

2/1 Karen Hamilton, Chris Sherer 

2/3 Michael Gunn 

2/5 Zian Ellis 

2/6 
Brooklyn Gunn, Rebecca 
Rahe, Patty Ryan 

2/7 John Gibb 

2/10 Patricia Justison, Anita Swick 

2/13 
Helen Brinkman, Sue Duzan, 
Cynthia Munker 

2/14 
Kylie Meier, Charles Moody, 
Russell Rhoades 

2/16 Judie Donham 

2/17 Danniel Huddleston 

2/19 Mary Mutchler 

2/20 Joyce Gooding 

2/22 
Kimberly Deming, Skylar 
Durbin 

2/23 Brookelynn Hopley 

2/24 Annabel Justison 

2/25 Gail Schaal 

2/26 Andrew Gibb Clark 

2/27 Kenneth Booher 


